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Cowtown ƛǎ ŀ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƳǳǎŜǳƳ ǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƭƛŦŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мутлǎ ŀǎ 

you immerse yourself in a sampling of the sights, sounds and activities common 

to a mid-western cattle town.  ̧ ƻǳΩƭƭ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ŘǊŀƳŀǘƛŎ ŎƭŀǎƘ ƻŦ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛƴƎ 

forces of an economically viable cattle town and a Victorian metropolis.  Hear the 

ǊƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƭŀŎƪǎƳƛǘƘ ŀƴǾƛƭΣ ŀƴŘ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƘŜ ƘǳƳōƭŜ ƘƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΩǎ ŦƻǳƴŘŜǊΣ 

Darius Munger.  Be sure to stop at the home of Marshal Murdock, who almost 

single-handedly promoted the town through his newspaper. After you smell what 

ǘƘŜ ŦŀǊƳŜǊΩǎ ǿƛŦŜ ƛǎ ŎƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƘŜǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΣ ǘǊȅ ŀƴ ƛŎŜ ŎƻƭŘ ǎŀǊǎŀǇŀǊƛƭƭŀ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀπ

loon...but be prepared to duck in the doorway as gunfire erupts in the streets! 
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Why Support Old Cowtown Museum 
Now, more than ever, we need to preserve who we are as Americans. Our history 
makes us who we are. Old Cowtown Museum preserves our stories for the fu-
ture. 
More than 26 historic structures need constant care. Period furnishings inside 
need to be preserved and maintained.  The Museum is accredited by the Ameri-
can Association of Museums and brings national attention to our area. Visitors 
come from all 50 states and more than 80 countries. 
Help insure that accurate and compelling information about the great plains and  
Wichita is saved and shared.  The Museum is an active part of the cultural life of 
the city. It is a mechanism for bringing tourism dollars into our community. 



 

 

 

At Old Cowtown Museum visitors experience interactive learning 
through: 
 
Living History 
hƭŘ /ƻǿǘƻǿƴ aǳǎŜǳƳ ǳǎŜǎ άƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅέ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜ ƛƴ ²ƛŎƘƛǘŀΣ ŀƴŘ 
the Southern Plains from the last half of the 19th century. Costumed history in-
terpreters carry out daily life at the blacksmith shop, carpenter shop, historic 
homes, drovers camp and other sites throughout the grounds. They interact with 
visitors and chat about day-to-day activities, culture, manners, family issues, poli-
tics and people who lived during the late 19th century. 

 

Educational Programs 
/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƭƛŦŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜ муллΩǎΣ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜ ƛƴ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ƘŀƴŘǎ-on 
activities.  The students will participate in the daily chores, games, and manners 
of children in the late 19th century.  Older students learn from cowboys and the 
мутлΩǎ ǘǊŀǾŜƭŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘŀǊŘǎƘƛǇǎ ǘƘŜȅ ŦŀŎŜŘ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǎŜǘǘƭƛƴƎ ²ƛŎƘƛǘŀ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ DǊŜŀǘ 
Plains.  These programs give students the opportunity to interactively learn 
about the history of Wichita and the Southern Plains of Kansas.    

 
Historic Scenarios 
The streets of Old Cowtown Museum trans-
port visitors to an Old West cattle town. 
More than 40 buildings, over 12,000 artifacts 
and live animals on 17 acres provide the 
backdrop for costumed history re-enactors 
and interpreters to interact with visitors and 
provide a unique learning experience. 
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